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SIDE WIND STABILISATION 

The makers of Britain’s best-selling van, Ford announced that all Transits would be fitted with a 

feature known as Side Wind Stabilisation as standard. 

Side Wind Stabilisation is a Ford-developed advanced feature 

that works by carefully applying the brakes on one side of the 

vehicle to reduce the effect of a side wind gust on the vehicle’s 

path. At vehicle speeds over 50mph, the Side Wind Stabilisation 

system monitors stability sensors 100 times per second. If a 

sudden gust is detected the feature can become active within 

less than 200 milliseconds – the time it takes a sprinter to react 

to a starting pistol. Ford engineers tested the new system at a 

specially created test track, which uses six powerful fans to generate crosswinds of up to 50mph, as 

well as on public roads in areas which are notorious for strong winds on. The Side Wind Stabilisation 

technology is offered as a standard feature on Ford’s latest Transit and Transit Custom models that 

feature the Ford EcoBlue diesel engine. 

 

CYCLE SUPERHIGHWAYS IN LONDON 

A new report has found that the introduction 

of Cycle Superhighways in London has had no 

significant impact on collision rates and 

concludes that Cycle Superhighways are ‘no 

more dangerous, or safer’ than other roads. 

The Centre for Transport Studies (Imperial 

College London) report evaluates the effects 

of the London Cycle Superhighways on cycle 

collisions. A total of 45 Cycle Superhighways 

segments and 375 control segments were 

observed for a period of eight years. While 

the report found that the increase in cycle 

traffic was associated with a rise in annual 

cycle collisions, when the effects were re-

estimated based on cycle collision rates, 

rather than levels, the results show that the 

Cycle Superhighways are no more dangerous, 

or safer, than the control roads. 
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PREVENTING DRUG DRIVING IN EUROPE 

 

PACTS and ETSC have launched a new report into Preventing Drug 

Driving in Europe. Drug driving is responsible for a significant share of 

road deaths with some 500 people a week dying on European Roads. 

Psychoactive drugs are detected in around 15% of killed and seriously 

injured drivers and between 3 and 16% of drivers say they have driven 

under the influence of drugs within the last 12 months.  

The effects of different psychoactive drugs are complex and varied. However the overwhelming 

majority have the same net effect, which is a decrease in the quality of mental and physiological 

effort dedicated to the driving task, which sees a decrease in performance and an increase in the 

risk of involvement in a collision. 

The report builds on the in-depth DRUID (Driving Under the Influence of Drugs) project and is aimed 

at policy makers in the UK and wider Europe. The full report looks at the current drug driving 

situation in Europe and a range of policy measures for national and EU action. It also considers the 

recent changes to UK drug driving. 

You can find the report at https://www.grahamfeest.com/documents/document-library-latest-

uploads/ 

DRIVERS HABITS OBSERVED 

IAM RoadSmart and Auto Express magazine 

teamed up recently to investigate commuters 

and their bad driving habits on a busy 

weekday. 

Over the course of 

a day Auto Express 

alongside Peter 

Rodger, Head of 

Driving Advice at 

IAM RoadSmart, in 

two separate London locations  observed no 

less than 66 traffic violations, including 22 

instances of hand-held mobile phone use, 12 

cases of wearing headphones and 10 instances 

of eating and drinking. 

Of the 22 cases of mobile phone use 

witnessed, most appeared to be either 

sending a text or using an app. although some 

put their phones away when traffic continued 

to move, others started driving while texting. 

But the two cases of people applying make-up 

and one of a taxi driver reading a book were 

the most surprising but not uncommon 

observations. 

 

WORK RELATED ROAD SAFETY 

With one-third of all road crashes still involving vehicles driven on business IAM RoadSmart has 

produced a short video highlighting the issue. Every day around 150 vehicles driven on business 

crash, and each year there are 14,000 road deaths and serious injuries in involving people at work. 

IAM RoadSmart is dedicated to reducing these numbers through its Driving for Work programme.The 

video showcases some of the techniques highlighted during Driving for Work courses, including 

‘spoken thought’ which encourages drivers to describe what they are seeing and act accordingly: 

“observation anticipation and planning” says Shaun Cronin, regional service delivery team manager 

south – allow the driver to predict what other road users might do next. 

To see the new video click here:   https://youtu.be/grHCPKoWWEY 
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WORLD HEALTH ORGANISATION – SPEED MANAGEMENT 

A Road Safety Manual for Decision Makers and Practitioners 

Central to the Safe Systems Approach is managing the speeds at which people drive whether that 
be in excess of the posted limited or in the area of this undefined area of inappropriate speed for 
the conditions – a matter which will have a good deal of subjectivity applied by each individual 
driver. We know when it is right to drive slower that what might be regarded as the norm but how 

much slower is slow. 

To assist practitioners in their work through the world the World Health Organisation produced a 
manual designed to promote common practice and improvement not just in the UK but throughout 
the world.  

Excessive and inappropriate speed is the most 

important factor contributing to the road 

injury problem faced by many countries. The 

higher the speed the greater the stopping 

distance required, and hence the increased 

risk of a crash. As more kinetic energy must 

be absorbed during a high-speed impact, 

there is a higher risk of injury should a crash 

occur. 

 

Speed management is a very important tool 

for improving road safety. However, 

improving compliance with speed limits and 

reducing unsafe driving speeds are not easy 

tasks. Many drivers do not recognize the risks 

involved and often the perceived benefits of 

speeding outweigh the perceived problems 

that can result. 

 

The management of speed remains one of the 

biggest challenges facing road safety 

practitioners around the world and calls for a 

concerted, long-term, multidisciplinary 

response. The manual advocates a strong and 

strategic approach to creating a safe road 

system, with speed management at its heart. 

Reducing motor vehicle speeds in areas where  

vulnerable road users such as pedestrians and 

cyclists is especially important. Many low and 

middle-income countries have a serious, and 

in some cases worsening, road safety 

problem. A number of research projects have 

clearly identified inappropriate speed as 

being a particular problem. The manual 

provides advice and guidance for policy-

makers and road safety practitioners and 

draws on the experience of a number of 

countries that have already initiated speed 

management programmes. Lessons from 

successful and non-successful initiatives are 

used to illustrate the advice provided. 

 

Find this manual at; https://www.grahamfeest.com/documents/document-library-latest-uploads/ 

 

HORSES AND ROAD INCIDENTS 

Over the last five years, there have been 2000 reported road incidents in the UK involving horses. 

Most – over 1500 – involved vehicles passing the horse too closely; over 180 resulted in the death of 

a horse, and 36 caused the death of the rider. 

Traffic Safety Roads  

Graham Feest Consultancy 
68 The Boulevard, Worthing BN13 1LA 
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www.grahamfeest.com 

https://www.grahamfeest.com/documents/document-library-latest-uploads/


4 

 

 

PEDESTRIAN PROTECTION SYSTEM 

Ford has patented a “Pedestrian Protection System” with inflatable bumpers and bonnet airbags to 

cushion the impact of collisions when a car comes into conflict with a pedestrian. Cameras and 

sensors built into the front of cars will detect if the vehicle is about to hit a pedestrian and then 

deploy a series of counter measures to prevent them receiving fatal or serious injuries. A bumper 

will inflate outwards to cushion the impact of the vehicle against a pedestrian’s legs and airbags 

will be deployed from the bonnet to reduce any head injuries. In addition they have developed a 

pop up mechanism for car bonnets that lifts it up on springs to help absorb some of the force. 

Kevin Clinton Head of Road Safety for RoSPA commented 

“Technology that helps protect pedestrians has the potential to save lives and 

reduce injuries but it is important to make sure that drivers do not over-rely 

on it. They are still responsible for remaining alert and driving safely” 

 

RUSH HOUR NOW LASTS '12 HOURS A DAY' ON THE M25 

A new report says congestion on the M25 is now so bad the economy and prosperity of the region 

and even the country is at risk and urgent action it says it vital. The study for the Government and 

Highways England says the rush hour now lasts for "twelve hours a day from 6am to 6pm" and says 

there has been a failure to keep pace with ever increasing 

demand and if nothing is done journeys will become even more 

unreliable. 

The report was ordered to look at ways of solving the chaos on the 

M25 between the A3 in Surrey and the M40 in Buckinghamshire 

which has the worst jams and is used by 220,000 vehicles a day. It 

also looked at key routes in Berkshire, Hampshire and Sussex. The 

report rejects plans for extra lanes, flyovers and tunnels and 

congestion charging. It says they would be too disruptive for local 

people and may not work anyway. It also expresses concern at 

pollution levels that could be caused. It calls for better public 

transport to get people off the roads with longer trains and new 

links to Heathrow from Surrey and Reading.  

It says new technology should be used ease traffic flow on the M25 

along with measures to speed up clearing incidents which cause 

congestion. To increase capacity the report wants major upgrades 

to roads that run parallel to the M25. For example the A404 

linking the M40 and M4 at Maidenhead and the A329 and A322 

linking the M4 at Reading and Bracknell with the M3 at Bagshot.  

The M25, M3, M4 and M23 are all having hard shoulders removed 

to ease congestion, work on the M25 will start in two years, but 

the study says it will help but not solve the long-term problem 

with an increase in traffic of 60% expected by 2040.  

It reveals extra capacity will be needed for an expected 375,000 new homes and more traffic going 

to Heathrow if a third runway is built. 

Technology for driverless cars is also backed. 
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UK ROAD COLLISON INVESTIGATION BRANCH 

The Parliamentary Advisory Council for Transport Safety (PACTS) has called on the Department for 

Transport to set up a UK Road Collison Investigation Branch in order to help bring down the number 

of deaths and injuries on the roads. PACTS will be seeking an amendment to the Vehicle Technology 

and Aviation Bill to pave the way for the new body. Driverless cars and increasing degrees of 

automation in current models create new challenges and opportunities for collision investigators. 

 David Davies Executive Director of PACTS said 

“The time has come to set up 
a UK road collision 
investigation body. We have 
dedicated Accident 
Investigation Branches [of 
DfT] for air, rail and 
maritime but not for road 

accidents. The UK carries out some excellent 
collision investigation but it is fragmented 
and inconsistent. We need to learn from air 
and rail, harness the new technical 
opportunities, and bring together the efforts 
of researchers, Police, coroners, local 

authorities and others more effectively.  
Other countries, such as the USA and 
Sweden, have such investigation bodies. It 
would not look at every collision but would 
focus on the most serious and those where 
lessons for preventing repeats seemed most 
likely. This is the approach of other 
investigation bodies. It would be about 
learning and would support, not replace the 
crucial work of police collision investigators 
who are looking to see if there are grounds 

for prosecution.” 

 

The amendments to European vehicle safety regulations [The EU General Safety Directive] as 

proposed by the European Commission would require new vehicles to be fitted with a “black box” 

that would provide crucial information in the event of a crash. 

NEWLY APPOINTED TRAFFIC COMMISSIONERS 

Two new traffic commissioners have been appointed by Transport Secretary Chris Grayling, Tim 

Blackmore OBE and Simon Evans will be traffic commissioners for the North East and the North West 

respectively and will take up their new roles from May 2017. 

Colonel Tim Blackmore currently heads the British Forces Post Office and was 
commissioned into the Royal Corps of Transport in 1992. He is a fellow of the 
Chartered Institute of Transport and Logistics and the Chartered Management 

Institute. 

Simon Evans is currently a Deputy Traffic Commissioner for the North West of England 

and Independent Member (Chair) of the Parole Board for England and Wales. He was 

previously a Fee Paid Judge on the Social Entitlement Chamber and a Lay Member 

(Chair) of the Nursing and Midwifery Council’s Fitness to Practice Panel. 
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OPERATORS WHO DO NOT COMPLY WITH SAFETY STANDARDS 

Richard Burnett, Chief Executive of the Road 

Haulage Association has spoken out about 

operators who are not complying with essential 

safety standards in which he is clear that the UK 

road haulage industry must set an example for 

road safety and operators who are not adhering to 

essential safety standards should be sought out 

and removed from the industry. 

Richard Burnett said:  

“In the interests of road safety the bar for road haulage operators must be raised. It is 

almost 50 years since the current O-licensing system was introduced and overall, it has 

served the industry well. But trucks are larger and heavier, operations are more 

demanding and expectations of competence and compliance with regulations are much 

higher than in the past.” 

A suggestion of mandatory auditing would flush out those operators that should not have a 

licence. It would be a decisive step towards minimising risks and would eliminate unfair 

competition faced by the great majority of hauliers who are working within the rules. There is a lot 

of focus looking at haulage firms that are already operating to high standards but the important 

issue for road safety – and fair competition - is to get to grips with those at the other end of the 

compliance spectrum who not only often fail in this respect but also in their overall responsibility 

in managing work related road safety and those who drive for the business.  An auditing 

procedure for all operators could achieve this as well as validating the better firms.  

 

PROJECT EDWARD 

Project Edward is set for Thursday 21 September 2017. Project EDWARD encourages drivers, riders 

and pedestrians to spare an extra thought for their safety. The initiative is 

also designed to draw attention to the 70 deaths that occur on average 

each day on Europe’s roads.  

Founded in 2016, Project EDWARD was created to ‘re-energise the 

reduction of fatalities and serious injuries on Europe’s roads’. While the 

inaugural event, which took place on last September, saw a fall in death 

across the continent, TISPOL was cautious in attributing that fall to 

Project EDWARD. However, it did say the initiative delivered fantastic 

results in terms of revitalising Europe-wide collaboration and 

participation, and EDWARD’s impact on social media was eye-catchingly 

successful.  

EYESIGHT TESTS FOR DRIVERS 

GEM Motoring Assist says better regulation of eyesight tests for drivers would cut collisions 

and make Britain’s roads safer. The only eyesight test at present is when you take your 

test and have to read a number plate at 20 metres. GEM says a detailed test of a driver’s 

visual acuity and field of view should be required every 10 years.  

Traffic Safety Roads  

Graham Feest Consultancy 
68 The Boulevard, Worthing BN13 1LA 
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ALL LANE RUNNING ON M25 REPRESENTS NO CURRENT INCREASE IN CRASHES 

The second year evaluation of two sections of 

all-lane running (ALR) on the M25 have found 

that both are achieving their objectives in 

terms of 'maintaining safety performance’, 

with one section exceeding expectations.  

The DfT Evaluation Reports focus on the time 

period May 2015 to April 2016.  

The collision rate on the scheme between J23-

27 fell by 11%. However, when adjusted to 

take into account the ‘national trend between 

periods’, the figures represents a 1% increase 

which the DfT describes as ‘not statistically significant’ and representing ‘no significant change’. In 

terms of traffic flow, between J23-26, average daily flows have increased in excess of 10% on all 

links, and at a higher rate than national trends. 

The second scheme (J5-7) have seen collision rates between J5-6 fall by 27%, which equates to 18% 

taking into account national trends and for the whole stretch (J5-7) were ‘similar’. This reduction is 

considered ‘statistically significant’ and the scheme is ‘exceeding its objective of maintaining 

safety performance’. On the widened ALR section between J5 and J6, flows have increased 17% 

clockwise and 7% anticlockwise. These increases in flow are above the national trends. J6 to J7, 

which has not had an increase in number of lanes, saw a 5% increase in flow which is in line with 

national trends.  

Compliance with Red X signs for the two schemes was 96% and 94%. The reports conclude that for 

both schemes ‘significant capacity improvements have been achieved, supporting efficient 

movement of goods and services on this key section of the SRN’. The report also says there is still 

spare capacity to support future growth. Both reports do however concede that further monitoring 

is required due to the small sample size.  

 

ROAD BRIDGES IN GREAT BRITAIN SUBSTANDARD 

More than 3,000 council-maintained road bridges in Great Britain are substandard. Analysis of data 

received from 199 of the 207 local highway authorities in 

England, Scotland and Wales found that 3,203 structures 

over 1.5m in span are not fit to carry the heaviest 

vehicles now seen on our roads, including lorries of up to 

44 tonnes. Many of these bridges have weight restrictions. 

Others will be under programmes of increased monitoring 

or even managed decline. 

The 3,203 bridges represent 4.4% (about 1 in 23) of the roughly 72,000 bridges to be found on the 

local road network. The number of substandard bridges is 35% greater than that estimated by the 

RAC Foundation to have been substandard two years earlier. 
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TRL OFFERS A FREE PILOT TARGETING TAILGATING TO UK EMPLOYERS 

TRL are looking for employers with young, male drivers who undertake regular driving in light goods 

vehicles or cars during work, with significant mileage on motorways and major 

roads. They wish to work with employers to recruit individual staff to participate 

in the pilot and aim to recruit 8-16 staff per employer, 

80-160 drivers in total.  

The selected drivers will undertake the following 

activities over an 8 week period before the end of 

April:  

•A 90 minute, interactive workshop exploring close 

following behaviour – the triggers, consequences, and 

potential coping mechanisms.  

•Receive supporting communications packs and texts 

designed to remind of and prompt the desired 

behaviour, as well as record progress.  

•A 50 minute teleconference at the end of the trial, 

reviewing how drivers found it and exploring progress 

in their own close following behaviour. 

After the pilot, TRL will analyse all data collected from 

drivers and provide a report to the Road Safety Trust 

who are evaluating the pilot’s effectiveness. The 

report will also be sent to participating employers and 

to the individual drivers by request. 

Companies and business are asked to contact Steve Willis, swillis@trl.co.uk, or Samantha Jones, 

sjones@trl.co.uk or telephone: 01235 911016 to register an interest. 

 

Traffic Safety Roads  
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https://cvshow.com
/ 

THE NEC, BIRMINGHAM 

4-6 APRIL 2017 

http://www.traffex.com/visiting/why-visit/ 

http://www.drivinginstructorshow.co.uk/ 
 

 

BENEFITS FOR EMPLOYERS 

Safer driving conditions for 

your staff and other local 

drivers 

Reduced risk of road collisions 

involving your staff and 

associated costs 

Practical advice and measures 

for reducing tailgating that 

can be used with other staff 

following pilot completion  

Brand benefits by 

participating in a charity 

funded road safety project 

https://cvshow.com/
https://cvshow.com/
http://www.traffex.com/visiting/why-visit/
http://www.traffex.com/
http://www.drivinginstructorshow.co.uk/
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WORKPLACE TRAFFIC SAFETY ISSUES AND PROSECUTIONS 
 

1 A Bedfordshire trailer firm has been sentenced after an employee suffered crush injuries 

when he was trapped between a lorry’s cab and a trailer. Luton Magistrates’ Court heard the 

worker was arranging the movement of lorry trailers in the transport yard of BS Trailer Services Ltd 

in Leighton Buzzard. Another employee was assisting by driving a tractor unit (the cab) but the 

court heard there appeared to have been a misunderstanding over which trailer the driver of the 

cab was to move first. He manoeuvred the tractor unit to hitch up the same trailer his colleague 

was looking at but could not see him in his ‘blind-spot’. He reversed his cab trapping the injured 

man between the tractor unit and the trailer. Fortunately, the driver had his door window open and 

heard a shout and stopped quickly. The trapped man sustained six broken ribs in the incident. The 

Health and Safety Executive (HSE) prosecuting said its investigation found the yard was not 

organised to allow safe circulation of people and traffic. Appropriate routes were not identified and 

therefore insufficient in number. Three other organisations also occupied premises in the yard 

owned by the defendant, all with their own employees and visitors manoeuvring in the yard. 

 

The HSE Inspector said:  

 

“A Traffic Management Plan agreed with the 
tenant businesses would have identified areas 
of segregation and measures for the 
separation of vehicles and people with 
barriers and clear signage. This had not been 
carried out and implemented. The injuries 
could easily have been fatal and I want to say 
to all companies that they need to consider 

and take measures to reduce the risk of 
people being injured by the movement of 
vehicles on their site; this is one of the most 
common causes of accidents. There are more 
than 5,000 accidents involving transport in 
the workplace every year, some of which are 
fatal.” 

 

The Company pleaded guilty to breaches of Regulation 3 (a) of the Management of Health and 

Safety at Work Regulations 1999, and Regulation 17 of the Workplace (Health, Safety and Welfare) 

Regulations 1992.The district judge fined the company at total of £25,000 and awarded full 

prosecution costs of £1,599.50. 
 

2 The Ministry of Defence (MoD) has been issued with a Crown Censure by the Health and 

Safety Executive (HSE) after an agency driver, working for the MoD, was fatally injured by a 

reversing vehicle. One of the two drivers was crushed between a reversing lorry and a stationary 

vehicle on the as they were delivering goods to a large holding area in MoD Kineton, Southam, 

Warwickshire. The HSE investigation found the MoD failed to assess the risks created by the 

movement of large vehicles in the area.  They failed to ensure a safe system of work was in place 

to identify and control the risks presented by the movement of large vehicles in this area. 

After delivering the Crown Censure HSE’s deputy director of field operations said:  

“The risks arising from vehicle movements 

are well known and suitable measures 

required to reduce these risks are 

understood. Like any other employer, the 

MoD has a responsibility to reduce dangers to 

agency workers, as well as their own 

employees, on their sites as far as they 

properly can, and in this case they failed 

Graham Wood.” 

 

Following the incident, a safe system of work including marked parking bays, well defined walkways 

for pedestrians and a one way system has been introduced. 

Traffic Safety Roads  
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TEACHING PEOPLE TO DRIVE OR BE DRIVERS 
Part 1 – A view by Graham Feest from the Graham Feest Consultancy 

 
There is a very great distinction between 

teaching people to DRIVE and teaching them to 

be DRIVERS and whilst ADI’s (Approved Driving 

Instructors) would clearly like to feel that they 

could go a lot further than purely bringing their 

clients up to the standard required for them to 

pass (that is to say teaching them to DRIVE) the 

test they are presented with many barriers in 

order to go further towards helping them to 

become DRIVERS or at least going beyond that 

from what is needed to pass a test.  

I have recently had the privilege to run a couple of workshops with driver trainers at the MSA 

(Motor Schools Association of GB) National Conference followed by an evening with some instructors 

from the South East Region of the same organisation. 

Of course their individual and collective response was that they would like to do more but 

recognised the difficulties and issues which prevent this from happening and indeed at what point 

do you finally say that they are in fact a DRIVER; for learning and understanding goes on continually 

through the career of using the road. In the same way a DRIVER develops and goes on through the 

stages of life and its experiences - so too does the way in which our network changes and develops 

along with the latest technology. 

In defining what we mean by teaching people to DRIVE – most accepted within the workshops that 

this came down to an exercise and appreciation of mechanical skills and control. Whilst there was a 

need to learn and respond with other road users, learn a bit of knowledge via the highway code, 

know a little of what and how to deal with hazards and something about what is under the bonnet 

there is little more. Then there is the old saying given out at the conclusion of a successful test 

pass “Congratulations you have passed and now you have just started to learn so go and develop 

the skills to become a DRIVER” Regretfully for most that is the end of the process. Whatever your 

thoughts about newly qualified people going further; well it rarely happens and as it is 

demonstrated - few go on and do pass plus or consider taking some form of advanced test which is 

more likely at an older age anyway. 

There is tremendous knowledge gap both in understanding and practice following the test for when 

that person starts to go onto the road alone they come across things which they have never 

encountered whilst learning to DRIVE. How many for instance come across horses on the road, 

encounter emergency vehicles, experience driving in traffic calmed areas or shared space 

environments on their lessons? On top of this they have yet to go onto the motorway which I know 

is likely to change but then in their learning period will distance to a motorway render this 

impracticable. It is doubtful whether they will have experienced any real night time driving or 

appreciated the effects of having passengers in the car and how that might influence  the 

dynamics, handling, acceleration and braking. Under the controlled conditions of the driver trainer 

have they experienced the effect of ABS acting on the vehicle when a sudden stop is required?  

It is equally possible to DRIVE whilst learning without it being wet or raining, foggy or misty, 

snowing or frosty. It does seem as if the list is endless and in six to nine months for many it would 

represent information overload if we tried to include all these features and we run the risk of not 

establishing the basics in a proper manner.   
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WHY TRUCK-SPECIFIC SATNAVS ARE ESSENTIAL FOR HGV OPERATORS 

The plethora of satellite navigation units on the market, and the sophistication of the technology, 

is enough to make you think that pretty much any model will get you where you need to go. That 

philosophy might work if you are driving a car but the same doesn’t apply to HGVs. Your average 

navigation unit doesn’t take into account the likes of height, width or weight restrictions, and 

reports are increasing of vehicles getting into difficulty because drivers have followed the wrong 

type of satnav to the letter. 

Recent incidents include a truck 

crashing into a low bridge in 

Birmingham in January, causing 

delays to rail services and one bridge 

in Leicestershire was reportedly hit 

by HGVs 11 times in 12 months, while 

Network Rail claimed there were 

more than 1,700 incidences of trucks 

colliding with low railway bridges 

during 2015 and 2016, many of which 

were believed to be a result of 

drivers using the wrong type of 

satnav. 

The issues have become so frequent that the Local Government Association (LGA), which represents 

more than 370 councils in England and Wales, has called for legislation to ban lorry drivers from 

using satellite navigation units designed for cars. 

According to Chrys Rampley, Infrastructure Manager at the Road Haulage Association, UK HGVs are 

more likely to be involved in height-related collisions as European vehicles don’t tend to be as tall.  

“Height is probably more of an issue for UK vehicles than for foreign ones, because of the 

four-metre height restriction in lots of countries, so most vehicles that have come through 

Europe will only be four metres high. It’s our vehicles that are getting higher, which is 

causing the problems.” 

She claims that few drivers are actually issued with satellite navigation units, which adds to the 

quandary. Put simply - operators and drivers need to use truck-specific navigation units to avoid 

being misled by satnavs designed for smaller vehicles. The fundamental difference between a 

conventional satellite navigation unit and one designed for lorries is that the latter accounts for the 

vehicles’ dimensions, among other elements, and plans the route accordingly. 

 

LEAVE MOT AS IT IS 

RoSPA along with the National Road Safety Committee are advocating that the MoT arrangements 

whereby cars come up for their first test after three years should remain. 

There are calls in a current consultation that it should be increased to four 

years but this is being resisted by many road safety groups. The Institute of 

Master Tutors of Driving is also to support leaving the current arrangements 

intact. Back in 2011 there was a similar attempt to try and adjust the period 

for the first MoT but at the time most favoured the existing arrangements. 
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TOP BREAKDOWN SERVICE 

The AA has been voted the top breakdown service following the annual poll of 50,000 drivers by 

Auto Express in place of GEM Motoring Assist which had come in at first place for the last three 

years. 

Whilst the AA was not the fastest service, the staff were 

praised for how helpful and friendly they were to 

stranded motorists. Across the top five companies in the 

survey, a third had had their problem resolved at the 

point where they had broken down. Flat batteries and 

tyres were the common causes of call outs and one in 

five had to be towed to a garage. 

 

MONEY URGENTLY NEEDED TO MAINTAIN THE ROADS 

More money is urgently needed for 

Highway Authorities to address the 

declining situation regarding worn 

our road markings and general 

maintenance. It is true that in 

some places there is so much white 

paint that it becomes unclear to 

the motorists of what the actual 

intention for drivers is in 

negotiating a particular hazard but 

where white lines are painted for 

both legal and on safety grounds 

they need maintaining. Allocating 

money for capital works is all very good but if we do not then allocate money in order to maintain 

such schemes as well as providing cash for normal general maintenance then we are failing and 

providing no help to road users who are trying to make their contribution in making our roads safer.  

 

MOTORCYCLING – WHY NOT TRY IT FOR FREE

This year’s dates for 2017 Get On road show events have been announced with over 40 dates across 

the UK. Get On is a free ‘try out’ initiative, which is run by the Motorcycle Industry Association and 

gives you the opportunity to experience riding a motorbike or scooter without committing to the 

cost of training. If you like it, you will know you want to carry on and if you don’t, then you’ve lost 

nothing. All protective clothing is provided and instruction is from professional trainers. You will be 

offered a geared bike or a ‘twist and go’ and it is suitable for anyone aged 14 or older, although 

under 16s need to bring an adult along. Sessions last between 30 minutes and an hour, depending 

on the venue.  Riders need to wear long jeans and sturdy shoes.  

Booking is via the phone 02476 408040 (office hours, Monday to Friday), or via the website 

www.geton.co.uk. Where you can find a list of the locations where the sessions are being held.  

You can turn up on the day but you need to book beforehand to guarantee your sessions. 

 

 

 

THE TOP FIVE IN ORDER 

1 The AA 

2 GEM Motoring Assist 

3 Britannia Rescue 

4 RAC 

5 Green Flag 
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Two Council workmen, having been given their job sheet for the day, were working at the roadside.  

One workman dug a hole and the other came after him and filled the 

hole in. The two men worked furiously moving up the road in a speedily 

manner, the first one digging a hole and the second filling it up again. 

A man watching from the bus stop couldn’t believe how hard these two 
men were working but he just couldn’t work out why they were doing it. 
Finally he had to ask them. 
 
He said to the man digging the holes 
 
“I appreciate how hard you are working but what exactly are you doing? 
You’re digging holes but your partner is simply filling them up again” 
 

The workman replied 
 

“Yes I suppose it must look funny, but the chap who plants the trees is sick today and our 
instruction are to dig the holes and then fill them in again as we cannot for safety reasons 
leave a hole open for an unspecified amount of time and we do not know when the tree 
planter will return to work” 
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